NCA 
VOC FOR I10P/FN 
BACKGROUNDER NO. 5-5748 APRIL 21, 1978 
CLAUDIO ESKENAZI 
THIS WEEK NO. 15 
ANNCR: 

"THIS WEEK." 

FROM THE VOICE OF AMERICA, THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK GONE 
BY...A LOOK AT SOME OF THE EVENTS, A CROSS-SECTION OF THE IDEAS, 

“AND THE VOICES OF SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO MADE NEWS DURING THE 
PAST SEVEN DAYS YOUR NARRATOR IS ------------- . 
NARR?: 

AFTER A LONG AND PROTRACTED DEBATE THE UNITED STATES SENATE 
THIS WEEK RATIFIED THE SECOND PANAMA CANAL TREATY, WHICH WILL TURN 
OVER THE WATERWAY TO PANAMA BY THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND. VICE- 
PRESIDENT WALTER MONDALE ANNOUNCED THE HISTORIC DECICION: 

TAPE: CUT ONE -~ MONDALE 

"ON THIS VOTE, THE AYES ARE 68, THE NAYS ARE 32, TWO-THIRDS 
OF THE SENATORS PRESENT HAVING VOTED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, THE 
RESOLUTION OF RATIFICATION AS AMENDED IS AGREED TO." 

NARR: 

THE VOTE WAS IDENTICAL TO THE VOTE ON THE FIRST TREATY, THE 
NEUTRALITY PACT, WHICH WAS APPROVED LAST MONTH. SEVERAL SENATORS 
WHO WERE UNDECIDED UNTIL THE VERY LAST MINUTE VOTED FOR THE TREATY 
JUST AS THEY DID THE FIRST TIME AROUND, AFTER INTENSE LOBBYING 
EFFORTS BY THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE SENATE LEADERSHIP, ALTHOUGH 
THE RATIFICATION VOTE WAS A MAJOR VICTORY FOR PRESIDENT CARTER, 
MAJORITY LEADER ROBERT BYRD CALLED IT A VICTORY FOR THE UNITED 
STATES. 

PRESIDENT CARTER WAS OBVIOUSLY PLEASED WITH THE RESULT. HE 
SAID IT WAS A DAY IN WHICH AMERICANS PROVED THAT THE BEST AND 
NOBLEST IN THE NATION'S SPIRIT CAN PREVAIL: 
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TAPE: CUT TWO ~~ CARTER 

“THESE TREATIES CAN MARK THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA -- IN OUR 
RELATIONS NOT ONLY WITH PANAMA, BUT WITH ALL THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
THEY SYMBOLIZE OUR DETERMINATION TO DEAL WITH THE DEVELOPING 
NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THE SMALL NATIONS OF THE WORLD, ON THE BASIS 
OF MUTUAL RESPECT AND PARTNERSHIP, BUT THE TREATIES ALSO REAFFIRM 
A SPIRIT THAT IS VERY STRONG, CONSTANT AND OLD IN THE AMERICAN 
CHARACTER." 

NARR: 

MISTER CARTER ALSO SALUTED THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR 
LEADER, GENERAL OMAR TORRIJOS. AND HE SAID THERE CAN BE NO BETTER 
INDICATION OF THE PROSPECT FOR FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH PANAMA THAN 
THE CONDUCT OF THAT COUNTRY DURING THE MONTHS OF SENATE OEBATE. 

IN PANAMA, MEANWHILE, THE NEWS OF THE SENATE RATIFICATION 
WAS RECEIVED WITH WILD CELEBRATION. GENERAL TORRIJOS TOLD THE 
PANAMANIANS THAT HE HAD THOUGHT MANY TIMES OF REJECTING THE 
TREATIES AND HE HINTED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD PLANS TO CLOSE THE 
WATERWAY IF THE TREATIES WERE TURNED DOWN IN THE U.S. SENATE. 

THE PANAMANIAN LEADER SAID THAT IF THE SENATE VOTE HAD GONE THE 
OTHER WAY, HIS FORCES WOULD HAVE STARTED DOWN ANOTHER ROAD -- 
PRESUMABLY WITH ORDERS TO SABOTAGE THE CANAL. 

LATER A FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT SAID THE GOVERNMENT OF 
PANAMA HAD ACCEPTED A COMPROMISE RESERVATION ADOPTED BY THE 
SENATE. THE RESERVATION GIVES THE UNITED STATES THE RIGHT TO 
USE MILITARY FORCE TO KEEP THE CANAL OPEN, BUT ASSURES PANAMA 
THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT INTERFERE IN THAT NATION'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

COPT) LATER IN THE WEEK, DEMOCRATIC HOUSE LEADER JAMES WRIGHT 
SAID PRESIDENT CARTER HAD BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
A POPULAR UPRISING IN PANAMA=-AND NOT ANY GOVERNMENT ACTION IN 
CLOSING THE CANAL -= HAD THE TREATY NOT BE RATIFIED. AND MISTER 
WRIGHT SAID HE FELT THE TORRIJOS COMMENTS WERE AIMED AT A DOMESTIC 


PANAMANIAN AUDIENCE: 
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TAPE: CUT THREE -- WRIGHT 

"IT THINK UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES HE TRIED VERY HARD TO MAINTAIN 
A RESPONSIBLE STANCE. AND I BELIEVE THAT WHAT HE SAID WAS PROBABLY 
FOR HOME CONSUMPTION -~ TO QUELL THE ANGER AND ANGUISH ON THE 
PART OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE. ALL I CAN SAY TO YOU IS WHAT THE 
PRESIDENT SAID. HE WAS CONCERNED THAT IF THE VOTE HAD NOT GONE 
THE WAY IT DID, WE WOULD HAVE BEEN UP ALL NIGHT TRYING TO STEM 
AN UNRULY MOB.‘ CEND OPT) 

NARR: 

EFFORTS AT CONCILIATION WERE ALSO EVIDENT IN OTHER PARTS OF 
THE WORLD, SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE AND BRITISH FOREIGN 
SECRETARY DAVID OWEN WERE IN SALISBURY THIS WEEK URGING THE FOUR 
LEADERS OF RHODESIA'S INTERIM GOVERNMENT TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE 
WITH LEADERS OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT 
AGREED TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL CAREFULLY BUT PRIME MINISTER 
IAN SMITH INDICATED THAT THE ANGLO-AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES 
HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONVINCE HIM OF THE BENEFIT OF SUCH A 
CONFERENCE: 

TAPE: CUT FOUR -- SMITH 

"WE WILL GIVE MATURE, GOOD CONSIDERATION TO PROPOSALS WHICH 
ARE BEING BROUGHT BY GENTLEMEN SUCH AS THOSE WHO COME HERE TODAY, 
IT WOULD BE IRRESPONSIBLE OF US TO GIVE THIS SCANT CONSIDERATION, 
THEN REPLY. WE WILL ACT RESPONSIBLY." 

NARR;: 

LATER, FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN ANNOUNCED THE REACTION HE AND 
MISTER VANCE RECEIVED FROM THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT TO THE PROPOSED 
CONFERENCE : 

PE: Tr =-_ OWEN 

“THEY HAVE AGREED TO GIVE SERIOUS, DETAILED AND MATURE 
THOUGHT TO THE POSITION THAT WE'VE PUT TO THEM, THAT'S WHAT 
WE ASKED THEM TO DO. WE DID NOT COME HERE ASKING THEM TO MAKE 
A SNAP DECISION. WE RECOGNIZED THAT THEY WILL WANT TO CONSULT 
AMONG THEMSELVES, AND THEY AGREED TO DO SO." 

U.S. OFFICIALS LEFT AFRICA BELIEVING THAT AT LEAST THEY 
SUCCEEDED IN BUYING MORE TIME FOR THE RHODESIAN NEGOTIATING 


PROCESS. THEY REGARD THAT AS A SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENT, WHILE 
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ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THERE IS A LIMIT TO JUST HOW MUCH TIME CAN BE 
BOUGHT BEFORE A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IS PRODUCED, THE INTERNAL 
BLACK LEADERS IN RHODESIA SAY THEY INTEND TO STICK TO THEIR INTERIM 
SETUP WITH IAN SMITH. AND PATRIOTIC FRONT LEADERS JOSHUA NKOMAND 
ROBERT MUGABE SAY THEY WILL CONTINUE THE GUERRILLA WAR UNTIL THEIR 
CONDITIONS FOR A TRANSFER OF POWER ARE SATISFIED. 

AFTER DEPARTING RHODESIA, SECRETARY VANCE WENT TO LONDON FOR 
THE MEETING OF THE FIVE-NATION CENTRAL TREATY ORGANIZATION -- CENTO 
-~ BUT AFRICA WAS STILL VERY MUCH ON EVERYONE'S MIND. THE GROUP 
CALLED FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FOREIGN FORCES FROM ETHIOPIA, 
AND SECRETARY VANCE SAID THE CENTO NATIONS ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED 
OVER THE SOVIET AND CUBAN UNWILLINGNESS TO RECOGNIZE THE 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE THAT THE AFRICAN NATIONS CAN SOLVE THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS WITHOUT THE USE OF EXTERNAL FORCE. 

COPT) SECRETARY DAVID OWEN SAID HIS RECENT MISSION TO AFRICA 
SHOWED INCREASED WORRY OVER THE ERITREAN CONFLICT: 
TAPE: CUT SIX ~- OWEN 

"l FOUND IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, IN A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, SOME 
CONCERN ABOUT THE ERITREAN SITUATION -- THAT WHEREAS THEY HAD 
SUPPORTED THE MAINTENANCE AND INTEGRITY OF THE TERRITORIAL 
BOUNDARIES OF ETHIOPIA THAT THEY WERE WORRIED AND DID SEE THIS 
AS A DIFFERENT ISSUE FROM THE SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN DISPUTE, THE 
PROBLEM OF ERITREA." CEND OPT) 
NARR: 

AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE CENTO MEETING SECRETARY VANCE 
WENT TO MOSCOW FOR TALKS WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS ON A NEW SALT 
AGREEMENT AND OTHER ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST. REPORTERS 
TRAVELLING WITH MISTER VANCE WERE CAUTIONED AGAINST OVER OPTIMISM. 
THEY WERE TOLD NOT TO EXPECT ANY MAJOR BREAKTHROUGHS, AND THEY 
WERE ADVISED TO MEASURE THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF THE MOSCOW 
TRIP IN TERMS OF THE TONE AND ATMOSPHERE THAT IS CREATED AS WELL 


AS THE PROGRESS ON SALT THAT IS ACHIEVED: 
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TAPE: CUT SEVEN -- VANCE 

“COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT PROBLEMS REMAIN IN THE SALT NEGOTIATIONS. 
I HOPE MY VISIT HERE WILL MAKE PROGRESS ON THE REMAINING MAJOR 
ISSUES. I BELIEVE THAT BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET 
UNION HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO WORK FOR WORLD PEACE AND STABILITY, 
TO BROADEN THE COOPERATIVE ASPECTS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP AND TO FIND 
WAYS TO REGULATE ITS MORE COMPETITIVE ASPECTS." 

NARR: 

IN ITALY THIS WEEK, THE SEARCH CONTINUED FOR THE MISSING 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER ALDO MORO, AMID CONFLICTING REPORTS OF 
HIS MURDER BY THE TERRORIST RED BRIGADES. IN A MESSAGE FOUND 
EARLY IN THE WEEK, THE TERRORISTS SAID THEY HAD EXECUTED THEIR 
KIDNAPPED HOSTAGE AND HAD DUMPED MISTER MORO'S BODY IN A LAKE 
NORTH OF ROME. AFTER AN EXTENSIVE SEARCH IN AND AROUND THE LAKE 
AREA THE POLICE FAILED TO FINO ANY TRACE OF MISTER MORO'S BODY, 

LAST SATURDAY, THE RED BRIGADES SAID THEY HAD CONDEMNED 
ALDO MORO, TO DEATH IN A SO-CALLED PEOPLE'S TRIAL. POLICE FEARED 
THE TERRORISTS HAD DECIDED TO CARRY OUT THEIR SENTENCE ON TUESDAY, 
THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT'S RISE TO 
POWER IN ITALY. MISTER MORO WAS PRESIDENT OF THE PARTY ANO THE 
TERRORISTS SAID THEY HAD CONDEMNED HIM FOR HIS ROLE IN SHAPING 
ITALY'S POST-WAR HISTORY. 

LATER IN THE WEEK, THERE WERE NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MORO 
CASE, AS REPORTED BY VOA CORRESPONDENT RON PEMSTEIN FROM ROME? 
TAPE: CUT EIGHT -- PEMSTEIN 

"THERE'S SEEN ANOTHER MESSAGE FROM THE LEFTIST RED BRIGADE 
KIDNAPPERS HOLDING FORMER PRIME MINISTER ALDO MORO. THE MESSAGE 
FOUND IN THREE ITALIAN CITIES SAYS ALDO MORO IS STILL ALIVE, THE 
KIDNAPPERS GIVE HIS CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY 48 HOURS, UNTIL 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, TO MEET THEIR DEMANDS FOR A PRISONER EXCHANGE. 
ALTHOUGH THE NEW COMMUNIQUE, FOUND IN TURIN, MILAN AND GENOA, 
BROUGHT RELIEF TO ITALIANS, IT ALSO RESTORED THE DILEMMA THAT 
HAS PLAGUED THE GOVERNMENT DURING THE FIVE-WEEK LONG KIDNAPPING. 
THE RULING CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, SUPPORTED BY THE COMMUNISTS AND 


OTHER MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES, SAY THEY WILL NOT MAKE CONCESSIONS 
TO THE KIDNAPPERS." 
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NARR: 

IN OTHER DEVELOPMENTS THIS WEEK, U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL KURT 
WALOHEIM EMBARKED ON A MISSION TO THE MIDDLE EAST TO WORK OUT 
FURTHER DETAILS OF THE ISRAFLI WITHDRAWAL FROM SOUTHERN LEBANON 
AND THE PRESENCE OF U.N. PEACEKEEPING FORCES IN THE AREA. 

AFTER TALKS WITH LEBANESE AND PALESTINIAN LEADERS IN B8EIRUT, 
MISTER WALKHEIM MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE PACE OF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
FROM LEBANON SHOULD BE QUICKENED. A PHASED ISRAELI PULLBACK BEGAN 
LAST WEEK, BUT THE U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL SAID THIS WAS JUST THE 
BEGINNING AND NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISHES OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. LATER MISTER WALDHEIM HELD TALKS WITH ISRAELI OFFICIALS, 
AND VOA CORRESPONDENT CHARLES WEISS HAD THIS REPORT: 

TAPE: -- 

"THAT THE CONCLUSION OF TALKS TUESDAY MORNING WITH GOVERNMENT 
LEADERS IN JERUSALEM, U.N. SECRETARY~GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM SEEMD 
SATISFIED THAT THE ISRAELI PULLBACK FROM SOUTHERN LEBANON WILL 
IN FACT TAKE PLACE. DOCTOR WALOHEIM SAID THAT, IN HIS TALKS WITH 
THE ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTERS, 

HE WAS ASSURED THAT ISRAEL REALLY INTENDS TO WITHDRAW FROM 
SOUTHERN LEBANON. ALL THAT REMAINS, HE SAID, IS TO WORK OUT THE 
DETAILS. SO FAR ISRAEL HAS TURNED OVER TO U.N. FORCES ABOUT 
ONE-FIFTH OF THE NEARLY SEVEN HUNDRED SQUARE KILOMETERS IT 
OCCUPIED IN ITS INVASION OF SOUTHERN LEBANON LAST MONTH," 

NARR: 

(OPT) MEANWHILE U.S, SPECIAL ENVOY ALFRED ATHERTON TRAVELLED 
TO THE MIDDLE EAST THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS POSSIBILITIES FOR ADVANCING 
THE STALLED PEACE TALKS BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL. U.S. OFFICIALS 
SAID MISTER ATHERTON DID NOT CARRY SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR RENEWED 
TALKS BUT IS CENTERING ON HOW BEST TO MOVE THE PEACE PROCESS 
FORWARD. 

ACCORDING TO A STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, THE UNITED STATES 
WILL NOT HESITATE TO ADVANCE ITS OWN IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS WHEN IT 


BELIEVES THEY WILL HELP THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS, BUT HE SAID 
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WASHINGTON HAS NOT YET REACHED A DECISION ABOUT THE POSSIBLE 

NEXT STEPS THAT ARE BEING DISCUSSED DURING MISTER ATHERTON'S 

CURRENT MISSION TO EGYPT AND ISRAEL. CEND OPT) 

ANNCR: 

AND THOSE ARE SOME OF THE STORIES THAT MADE HEADLINES THIS 
WEEK. YOUR NARRATOR WAS ----~----- - JOIN US AGAIN NEXT --------- 
WHEN THE VOICE OF AMERICA TAKES A LOOK AT THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS OF 
THE WEEK. 


JS/RTD 


